Truman Scholarship

http://www.truman.gov/

Deadline: national deadline: February 2, 2009; preliminary campus deadline: November 14, 2008

Fields of Study

Open to juniors planning to study any field that leads to a career in public service or in the government.

Description

The mission of the Truman Scholarship Foundation is to find and recognize college juniors with exceptional leadership
potential who are committed to careers in government, the nonprofit or advocacy sectors, education or elsewhere in the
public service; and to provide them with financial support for graduate study, leadership training, and fellowship with
other students who are committed to making a difference through public service. The Foundation awards merit-based
$30,000 scholarships to college juniors who plan to pursue careers in government or the public service and attend
graduate school. Scholars are required to work in a public service or governmental capacity for 3 of the first 7 years of
employment after they finish their graduate degree. Truman Scholars participate in leadership development programs
and opportunities for special internships and employment with the federal government in the summer before their senior
year.

The Truman Foundation seeks future "change agents" who aspire to leadership positions in federal, state, or local
governments or in the not-for-profit and education sectors where they can influence public policies and change public
programs. Truman Scholars must have extensive records of public and community service, are committed to careers in
public service, and have outstanding leadership potential and communication skills.

Criteria for Selection

Truman Scholars are selected regional selection panels on the basis of leadership potential, intellectual ability, and
likelihood of “making a difference”. The criteria for selecting Truman Scholars are:

* Extensive record of public and community service. Scholars have a record of sustained participation (at least two
years) in campus service, community service, politics, government, or non-profit organizations.

e Commitment to a career in government or elsewhere in the public sector. The nominee's proposed program of
graduate study should be suitable for a career in public service.

¢ Demonstrated record of leadership and communication skills. Potential leadership is not enough. Scholars need to
have had meaningful and substantial leadership experiences.

e Academic performance, intellectual strength, and writing and analytical skills. The competition is not GPA-driven,
yet students are chosen as Scholars because they are likely to be admitted the best graduate schools. A student with a
3.6 GPA and an extensive record of service and leadership will prevail over a student with 3.9+ GPA but little service
or leadership. Each year students win with lower GPAs if they are exceptional in other areas.

e Heart, compassion, and a desire to influence public policy or education programs. Nominees are evaluated on the
likelihood of "making a difference" in public service.

Truman Scholars, like Rhodes Scholars, are expected to be more than "mere bookworms," and they should be able to talk
about areas outside their areas of study and expertise.

Application Procedure

The application form includes a series of detailed questions regarding your activities, values, interests, leadership
experience, and motivation for a career in public service, as well as a detailed plan of study for graduate school. In
addition, the application must include a one-page Policy Proposal that examines a significant policy issue or problem in



your area of intended public service. The Policy Proposal should take the form of a memo to a government official who
has the most direct authority to resolve the issue.

MSU may nominate up to four students for the Truman Scholarship through an on-campus selection process. Interested
students should speak to the Truman Faculty Representative, Prof. Hansen. To be considered for nomination, please
submit a preliminary application that includes the following:

1. Complete application from available from the Truman website;

2. A memo on a public policy issue concerning a significant issue confronting our society. The topic must directly
relate to the career goals defined by the applicant in the application form. The outline should define the problem,
lay out your proposed solution, and identify major obstacles to the implementation of your solution.

4. At least Three letters of recommendation from people able to confirm and elaborate on the example of your
leadership, commitment to public service and your academic and intellectual abilities and prospects for success in
graduate school (if you can obtain more than three, that is preferable);

5. Names and email addresses of two people who have agreed to write recommendation letters if you should be
nominated. One letter should be able to address your commitment to public service, the other should focus on your
academic and intellectual abilities and prospects for success in graduate school.

These materials should be submitted to Truman Selection Committee, c/o Honors College, by November 16. The Selection
Committee will then schedule interviews for each of the nominees, which will occur in the first week of December. From
the applicant pool, four Truman nominees will be selected. Nominees should expect to revise their applications and
policy proposals before the final application is submitted to the national competition at the beginning of February.

The national competition screens applications to identify several finalists from each state who are invited to regional
interviews throughout the country in March. Each regional selection panel interviews finalists from a 3 - 4 state region
and generally elect one Scholar from each state and one or two at-large Scholars from the region. Each panel typically
includes a university president, a federal judge, a distinguished public servant, and a past Truman Scholarship winner.

After these interviews, the winners are announced at the end of March or beginning of April.

Additional Information

Public Service: The Truman Foundation defines public service as employment in government at any level, uniformed
services, public-interest organizations, non-governmental research and/or educational organizations, public and private
schools, and public service-oriented nonprofit organizations such as those whose primary purposes are to help needy or
disadvantaged persons or to protect the environment.

Public service could be almost anything in the public or private sector if you want to make a change for the public good.
Research in a government-sponsored lab could be public service. Teaching or education could qualify as public service,
but candidates with such interests should to articulate how they want to effect change at a national or international level.
Students considering law school or medical school also need to make a clear case to justify how they will use their
training to become an agent of change and influence public policy and public programs.

As evidence of a record of public service, the Truman Foundation considers the types of activities, extent of campus and
community involvement, and the extent of government or political involvement. An outstanding record of public service
includes sustained participation (at least two years) in three of the following activities while a good record includes
sustained participation in two of the following activities:

e Campus service

¢ Community service

¢ Government service or political involvement either through helping on a person's campaign for elected office or
participation with political advocacy groups

e Employment in a government agency or nonprofit organization in the candidate's intended field

Graduate Study

The scholarship provides $30,000 for graduate study. Scholars also receive priority admission and supplemental financial
aid at some premier graduate institutions, leadership training, career and graduate school counseling, and special



internship opportunities within the federal government. Recipients must be US citizens, have outstanding leadership
potential and communication skills, be in the top quarter of their class, and be committed to careers in government or the
not-for-profit sector.

The Foundation has supported Truman Scholars in many fields of study, including agriculture, biology, engineering,
environmental management, physical and social sciences, and technology policy, as well as traditional fields such as
economics, education, government, history, international relations, law, political science, public administration, nonprofit
management, public health, and public policy. See the Truman Scholarship website: http://www.truman.gov/.

Priority is given to candidates proposing to enroll in graduate and professional programs specifically oriented to careers
in public service. These include law programs and master's and doctorate programs in public administration, public
policy analysis, public health, international relations, government, economics, social services delivery, education and
human resource development, and conservation and environmental protection. Scholars may make program changes
before beginning graduate studies if the changes are consistent with preparation for a career in public service.

Former Truman Scholars serve as managers of government programs, legislators and aides for legislative bodies, Foreign
Service officers, school teachers, staff members in policy analysis and research organizations, attorneys for government
agencies, public defenders, professors, and professional staff in advocacy organizations and not-for-profit institutions.
Truman Scholars have also been very successful in later competitions for other prestigious fellowships, such as the
Rhodes and Marshall Scholarships. Indeed, the special Truman Leadership Week attempts to groom Truman Scholars for
these competitions.

Any student interested in applying for this award is particularly urged to contact:
Jenni Marsh, Coordinator, National/International Fellowships and Scholarships

Meetings by appointment. To arrange, call 355-2326 or email: marshje3@msu.edu

Previous Truman Scholars from MSU:

YEAR LASTNAME FIRSTNAME MAJOR1 MAJOR2
199798 |Sykes (McLaughlin)  |Jennifer Social Relations Psychology
1998-99  (Wright Adam PCTD International Relations
1978-79 |Kautz Steven JMCD
1979-80 |Pickrell (Harrison) Donna Biochemistry
1980-81 [Ewing Linda Socioeconomic Pol. Problems
1982-83 [Young Thomas Chemical Engineering
1984-85 |Brown |Lori Economics History
1985-86 |Fullenkamp Connel Economics German
1987-88  |Dennis Benjamin Economics International Relations
1989-90  |Fritzen Wendy Political Economy
1991-92  |Bhatt (Srivastava) Rujuta International Relations Biochemistry
1994-95 (Walling Dayne Social Relations
2002-03  |English Jared International Relations Finance
2005-06  [Phelps Jacob LBS Enviornmental Sci. & Mgt.
2006-07 |Mukerjee Monica International Relations Psychology



