Ford Foundation Diversity Fellowships -
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/pga/fordfellowships/

Description: Through its program of Diversity Fellowships, the Ford Foundation seeks to increase the
diversity of the nation’s college and university faculties by increasing their ethnic and racial diversity, to
maximize the educational benefits of diversity, and to increase the number of professors who can and will
use diversity as a resource for enriching the education of all students.

Dollar Value: Fellows receive an annual stipend of $20,000, an award to the institution in lieu of tuition
and fees of $2,000, expenses paid to attend at least one Conference of Ford Fellows, and access to Ford
Fellow Liaisons (a network of former Ford Fellows who have volunteered to provide mentoring and support
to current fellows).

Number of Scholarships: In 2010, the Ford Fellowship program will award approximately 40 pre-doctoral
fellowships.

Eligibility:

» Citizen or national of the United States regardless of race, national origin, religion, gender, age,
disability, or sexual orientation (must have become a U.S. citizen by November 2, 2009)

» Evidence of superior academic achievement (such as grade point average, class rank, honors or
other designations)

» Committed to a career in teaching and research at the college or university level

» Enrolled in or planning to enroll in an eligible research-based program leading to a Ph.D. or Sc.D.
degree at a U.S. educational institution

» Must not have earned a doctoral degree at any time, in any field

Application Procedures: Applications should be submitted online by November 2 and supporting
documents must be received by the Fellowships Office by January 7. In special circumstances, when an
applicant is unable to complete the electronic application, a paper application may be submitted. A paper
application may be obtained by submitting a written request, which must be received by the National
Academies no later than October 15, 2009.

Deadlines: November 2, 2009.

Contact Information:
Fellowships Office, Keck 576
National Research Council
500 Fifth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Phone: 202-334-2872

Fax: 202-334-3419

Email: infofell@nas.edu


http://sites.nationalacademies.org/pga/fordfellowships/
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/pga/fordfellowships/
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/pga/fordfellowships/
mailto:jkc@jackkentcookefoundation.org
mailto:jkc@jackkentcookefoundation.org

Frequently Asked Questions

I do not see my field of study in the list of eligible fields of study. Is my program eligible for support?

Eligible applicants must be able to choose one or more of the fields of study included in the eligible field list. If you
are not able to choose at least one of the fields of study in the list, it is most likely an indication that your field of
study is not supported by the fellowship program. We sometimes leave final eligibility decisions up to the review
panelists which would require a complete application submission. It is the applicant's decision as to whether they
choose to take the time required to submit a complete fellowship application to determine their eligibility status.

| see that the program is divided into three competition levels, pre-doctoral, dissertation and

postdoctoral. Can you briefly explain the difference between the eligibility requirements for each level?

The pre-doctoral level of the fellowship is intended for those Ph.D. students about to enroll in a Ph.D. program by
the following fall term and for those who are in the early stages of their Ph.D. study. Since the pre-doctoral
fellowship provides three years of support, as of the following fall term, eligible applicants must have at least three
years remaining before they would receive their Ph.D. degree.

The dissertation level of the fellowship is intended to support the final (9 months to one) year of writing and defense
of the dissertation. Eligible dissertation applicants must be A.B.D. (all but dissertation) by the January supporting
document deadline and must submit an NRC Verification of Doctoral Degree Status form attesting to this status
signed by their department chair or advisor.

The postdoctoral level of the fellowship is a career-enhancement award for recent Ph.D. recipients (eligible
applicants must have received their Ph.D. degree within the past seven years). It is intended to provide the
opportunity for recent Ph.D.s to take a year off from their teaching responsibilities so they can conduct research at
a host institution of their choice.

I notice that Ph.D. study in some fields in education are supported at the dissertation and postdoctoral levels
of the program, but are not included in the fields supported at the pre-doctoral level. Is that correct?

That is correct. The fellowship program does not support study in the field of education at the pre-doctoral level;
however, research-based Ph.D. study in specific fields in education are supported at the dissertation and postdoctoral
levels of the program. Please refer to the eligible fields of study document for the complete list.

I am not currently enrolled in my Ph.D. program and plan to apply for the pre-doctoral fellowship. I have
currently applied to more than one Ph.D. institution and see that you can only enter one proposed fellowship
institution in the fellowship application. What should | do?

Enter your first choice of Ph.D. institution in your fellowship application. The review panelists do often factor in
their application review the suitability of choice of the proposed Ph.D. institution for the proposed area of study. If
you are notified that you have been chosen as a fellowship awardee and will not be attending the proposed
fellowship institution indicated in your fellowship application, it should not be a problem as long as you have been
accepted in a similar program at another fully-accredited Ph.D. degree granting institution in the U.S. Those
decisions are made on a case-by-case basis.

How are letters of recommendation submitted?

Letters of recommendation are submitted using the writer notification tool in the online fellowship application. Once
the applicant enters and saves the required information for each letter writer in the Reference Information page of
their fellowship application, they then click on the "notify" function next to each writer's name. This action results in
the writer receiving an e-mail notification with a unique login ID and password required to logon to the system and
submit their letter directly to the applicant's online fellowship application. The e-mail notification, which comes
from "Ford Content Support™ also includes links to technical help and instructions on desired content of the letter of
recommendation. The writer then uploads the document file of their letter, views it after upload and activates the
submit function to submit their letter.

What is a host letter? Is submission of a host letter required for all three levels of the fellowship competition
(pre-doctoral, dissertation and postdoctoral)?

Submission of the host letter is a requirement only for postdoctoral fellowship applicants. The host letter must state
the willingness of the proposed mentor and the research site to serve as the applicant’s host during their fellowship
tenure. This letter is in addition to the required minimum of three letters of recommendation.



